
It all started the other day...
when I was biting my nails...actually, there really 
aren't any nails left, so I guess to be more accurate, I 
was chewing on my nubs:) ew, that's gross! And yes, I 
realize it's a problem. Among other things, it's not 
very 'becoming' to have your fingers in your mouth, 
especially at 40 something.  
All that aside, it's not like I have any reason to be  
stressed or anxious about anything, it was just one of 
those days I guess, maybe I've hit the bottom on the 
whole nail biting thing...finally!  That episode led me 
to think, "If I were a dog, I think I would most 
resemble a Chihuahua right now." You know how 
Chihuahuas are kind of shaky and nervous all the 
time. Then I wondered if other people have ever 
wondered this about themselves. Which leads me to 
the question, (if you were to ask the question:) what 
breed of dog would you most resemble? 

Let's pick four..
Breeds, that is. For the sake of time, and in order not 
to aggravate everyone who reads this article:); the 
four dogs we'll consider for this article are: the 
Chihuahua, the Pit Bull, the German Shepherd, and 
the Labrador Retriever. (DISCLAIMER: All dogs and their 
natures are subject to their master's training and  their environment 
whether good or bad. If your dog does not fall under these general 
descriptions, please accept my most 
sincere apology) 

The Chihuahua  is generally 
nervous, anxious, afraid, 
insecure, and can get cold 
very easily.

                      

The Pit Bull was originally 
bred to fight and can have 
tendencies toward aggression. 
One thing for sure is that once 
this dog clamps its jaws onto 
something, it won't let go  
without a fight.

The German Shepherd: 
this dog is very intelligent 
and discipl ined. Used 
widely as a Police and or 
s e c u r i t y d o g . C a n b e 
aggressive. Follows the 
rules, extremely obedient.

I am so glad you asked! 

How can we, as Christians, be trained if 
we exhibit some of these 'bad dog' 
qualities?2 Tim. 2:16-17 says, "All 
scripture is inspired by God and 
profitable  for teaching, for reproof, for 
c o r r e c t i o n , a n d fo r t r a i n i n g i n 
righteousness, so that the man (or 
woman) of God may be adequate, 
equipped for every good work."

We've already determined, and I think 
we can (all) agree, that Chihuahuas are 
tiny bundles of nerves. Are they worried 
about something? Are they afraid of 
tomorrow?  For those of us who most 
resemble Chihuahuas, please read and or 
memorize Phil.4:6-7 which says, "be 
anxious for nothing, but in all prayer and 
supplication, with thanksgiving, make 
your requests be made known to God, 
and the peace of God which passes all 
understanding shall guard your hearts 
and your minds in Christ Jesus." Also see 
(and memorize:) Matthew 6:25-34For all 
of you Pit Bulls out there. Your training 
would include letting go of whatever 
you're hanging onto. Whether it's 
unforgiveness, or a fight where you're 
right, let it go. Jesus forgave us, so we 
should forgive others. Col. 4:32 & 
Matthew 18:21-35.

If you seem like a German Shepherd, it 
could be that you are legalistic. You may 
have a hard time accepting or giving 
grace. You follow the 'letter of the law,' 
and the Bible says that can bring death. 
Try to relax a little; you'll be a lot more 
fun to be around. Obedience to the Lord 
is great, but not at the expense of Love 
(in my humble opinion). Please see: 
Galatians 5:14

If I could resemble any dog, it would be a 

Labrador Retriever. I'm sure there are 
some of you out there who are perfect 
and resemble this dog:), but I 'm 
guessing, as humans in this sometimes 
hateful world, you are few and far 
between. HOWEVER, with Jesus as our 
Master, we CAN BE 'friendly, good-
natured, (God-natured) affectionate, 
social, patient, and forgiving' people. In 
fact, as Christians, we are told that as we 
follow our Master (Jesus) closely, we will 
indeed exhibit  these qualities. Ephesians 
5:18 says, "do not be drunk with wine, for 
that is dissipation, but be filled with the 
Spirit.” (read Eph. 5:18-21 for the whole 
context); and again in Gal. 5:22 “But the 
fruit  of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
p a t i e n c e , k i n d n e s s , g o o d n e s s , 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control; 
against such things there is no law.”

The good news for me is that since I 
began writing this article, I no longer 
resemble a Chihuahua. Yea!  I am  now 
four days without chewing my nails. 
Remember, this was a 'life-long' habit. 
This 'freedom' is due in large part to my 
'hitting the bottom,'  a big dose of prayer, 
and a little thing called 'Kick the Habit, 
Stop the Bite' (boy, does that taste bad!)

I believe for those of us who are His, God 
will use whatever it takes to train us to 
be conformed to the image of His Son. 
Romans 8:29 (For some of us that could 
mean a shock collar. Uugh!)

So, I guess it comes down to this: if I 
were a dog, I'd like to be a Labrador 
Retriever, but since I'm not, I'd most like 
to resemble my Savior, Jesus Christ Who 
is my Master and the One I follow.         

 Just sayin.' Peace! Denise 

What's Faith Got to do with it?

The Labrador Retriever:  
Friendly, good natured dogs that 
are affectionate with everyone. 
They are social with other 
animals, bond with children; 
they are patient and forgiving. 
They are extremely loyal 
intelligent, and easily trained. 

IF I WERE A DOG....
	 DH 8.12.11

DISCLAIMER: no dogs were harmed in the writing of this article:) All dogs and their natures are subject to their master's training and environment whether good or bad. 


